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PRESIDENT TAFT’'S CAMPAIGN LETTER

&
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] . One great virtue in the new tariff law, including the corporation tax,
port the Republlcan TICket. ix, that taken with the current effort of the administration, to keep down
or reduce governmental expenditures and to reform the methods of eol-
. leeting the customs réveanne, it has, by Ity revenue-producing capacity,

The letter of President Taft to]5 s, iform and & mare speedy fioal construction | | gy e a defielt In the ordinary operations of the government of $38,000,-
R Seatidi Willi B. McKin-| T™e authority to the Preeident to um sgents to 000 for the year endiag Juune 30, 1008, 10 o surplus in the first full year of

epresentative uiiam n, 2 aseist him in the application of the maximum ugd the law, ending Aungust 5, 1010, of $26,000,000. From a reverue stand-

. - . minimum section of the statute, and to enable of- > 2 \ X
1ey’ Chalman ot lhc Rep‘ﬂ)hcan clals to administer the law, gives a wide latitude point then, there can be no controveray over the rﬂ’er'hrnr,ﬂ of the new
. . . f ” : | for the acquisition, under circumstances favorable law. =
Congressxonal committee, 1 1w, 1S e truth, of information in respect to the price The charge that the present tarlff Is responsible for the increase in
end cost of production of goofls at home and abroad, . ly fal
as fOUO“’S: which will throw much light on the operation of Hhe peiees of nésvmiiios iy demﬂlntl‘.::y alse, beshpse the Migh prices,
Beverly, Mass, August %, 191 the present tariff and be of primary importance as with very few exceptions, affect articles in the tariff mpon which there
RV S gus ' ’ officially collected data upom which future Executive was, no increase in rates or in respect to which there was a substantial
My Dear Mr, McKinley: action and Executive recommendations may be based. redustion.

As the chairman of the National Con- ...;r.h’,,,':",',f’,':"‘:',‘,i;“ h“i: ﬂ::dmiufnim,:,"; The Republican platform promised that it would admit to Statehood
gressional Republican Committee, You | suMcient amount to prevent a deficit and which, in- the Territories of Vew Mexico and Arizona, and that promise has been
have asked me to give the reasons which ;’"‘"“"“"7' will 1‘“‘"") valuable statistics '“"1 i;" redeemed with sultable provisions for securing good and sane constitu-
should lead voters in the coming Novem- 'v::::ry(.m-xgjm:.i‘;‘z'":En:::;:n:x:";; ?!‘rr\:r-::‘vr(n’ﬁn! '-‘l.' tlons of the States by requiring their adoption in advance of the election
ber election to caet thelr bailots for Re- | “luf‘dt!'ugl dm:m of publicity and rrmalnu.'-ul u!»l:rix of State officers, and their submission to Congress for consideration, and

. | the tendency N eoterprives ju the last sible rejection ut one of iix sessions.
publican candidates for Congress. endency in corporate eoterprises pos

I assume that when this letter is given I PN NS S St s eni: All this long list of useful ennctments was promised in the Republiean
publicity the lines will be drawn, the| IS falrly states the eftect of the blll. platform and has been put through by RepubMean mujorities.
party candidates will have been selected, | | ¢ Dill has been criticised for certain Congress has also enacted into law, in accordance witkk the promise
and the question for decision will ’"’10{ its rates and schedules. Some of the which I made as a candidate for the Presidency, a bill requiring the pub-
whether we shall have in the House v‘rnlcisms PR SN phtie are Wite e lieation by the Congressional committee of detailed statements of the
of Representatives & Republican or| Vi R S N money received by them and the moncy expended by them inthe poiitical
& Democratic majority. The question, | The truth is that under the old pre- canvass of ench (Congressional candidate.
then, will be not wh;‘[ complexion of | tective idea the only purpose was to make

2 3 { the tariff high enough to protect the home | $— R S L J

Republicanism one prefers, but whether
it is Dbetter for the country to bhave
the Republican party control the legisla-
tion for the next two years and further
redeem its promises, or to enable a Dem-
ocratio majority in the House efther to
interpose & veto to Republican measures,
or to formulate and pass bills to carry
out Democratic principles. Prominence
has been given during the preliminary
canvasses just ended to the differences
between Republicans; but in the election
such differences should be forgotten.
ferences within the party were mani-
fested in the two sessions of the present
Congress, and yet never in its history
has the Repubidican narty passed and be-
come responsible for as much useful and
progressive legisiation.  So, while
will doubtless arise between members of
a Republican majority as to the detalls
of further legisiation, the party, as a
whole, will show itself In the future, as
in the past, practical and patriotle in
subordinating individual opinions in order
to secure real progress. Hence it is im-
portant that after Republican Congres-
sional candidates have been duly and
fairly chosen, all Republicans who be-
lleve In the party prineciples as declared
in its national platform of 18 should
give the candidates loyal and effective
support, If this is done, there will ba
no doubt of a return of a Republican
majority.

DEMOCRATIC REPUDIATION.

Issues

The only other alternative is & Dem-
ocratic majority. It is difficult, very |
difficuit, to state all the principles that

would govern such a majority In its legls-
lative course; and thls because its part¥
platforms have presented a of
planks not altogether consistent, and be-
cause in the present leading
Democrats in the Senate and the House
have not hesitated to repudiate
of their party pledges and to deny thelr
binding character, We may reasonably
assume, however, that a Democratic ma-
Jority In the House would reject the Re-
publican doctrine of protection as an-
nounced in 1%8

What, therefore, has a Republican who

variety

Congress,

Dif- |

certain |

et —— A ——————

i Industry., The excess of the tariff over

|the difference in the cost of production
.
|

here and abroad was not regarded as
| objectionable because it was supposed

{ that competition between those who en-
Joyed the high protectlion would keep the

iprice for the consumer down to what
| was reasonable for the manufacturer.
i The evil of excessive rates, however,

| showed {tself In the temptation of manu-
facturers to combine and suppress com-
i petition, and then to maintain the prices
80 as take advantage of the excess
lof the tariff rate over the difference be-
?t\\w-n the cost of production abroad and
! here

The Payna tariff bill is the first bill
i passed by the Republican party in which
the necessity for reducing rates to avold
‘this evil has been recognized, and it
{18 therefore a decided step in the right
| direction and it ought to be accepted as
such. On the whole, it was a downward
i revision, particularly on articles of
| necessity and on raw materials. The
actual figures on the first year's opera-
jtion of the law demonstrates this It
!must also be remembered that the tariff
rates {n the new Jaw on {imported liquors,
wines, and silks were Increased substan-
| tlally over the Dingley rates, because
{ these were luxuries and it was Intended
i(u increase the revenue,

The charge that the present tariff is
responsible for the increase in the prices
of necessities {s demonstrably false, be-
’vsu;s» the high prices, with very few ex-
| ceptions, affect articles in the tariff upon
which was no in rates
or In respect to which there was a sub-
stantlal reduction

TARIFF BOARD.

Perhaps more {mportant than any one
of of the
tariff law is that section which enables
the
mission, or hoard, to secure the needed
amendment
and perfection of the law. The difficulty
in fixing the proper tariff rates in ac-
cord with the principle stated in the
Republican platform is in securing rell-
able evidence as to the difference bhe-

*
o

there increasa

feature

the operative part

Executive to appoint a tariff com-

information for the proper

believes in protection, but ohjects to some tween the cost of production at lLome
rates or schedules in the present tariff | anq the cost of production abroad. The
&ct, to hope from a Democratic majority | yias of the manufacturer seeking pro-
which, If allowed its way, would attack | tuction and of the importer opposing 1t
the protective system, and halt business | weakens the welght of their testimony.
by a threatened revision of the whole Moreover, when we understand that the

tariff on revenue basis, or if prevented
by the Executive would
erely do nothing?

h .a legislative programme as that
set forth in the Republisan national plat-
form of 1908 could not be carrled out in
full by one Congress. Certainly if all its
promises are executed in one administra-
tion, it wlll be within a proper’ time.
The present Congress has not only ful-
filled many party pledges, but it has by
its course set higher the of
party responsibility for such pledges than
ever before In the history
parties. Hereafter those
catch voters by declarations In favor of
alluring remedial legislation will not
make them except with much more care

Senate or the

standard

who would

as to the possibility of its enaotment.
In view of the history of the present
Congress, the return of a Rapublican

majority In the next Congress may well
inspire confidence that the pledges still
unredecmed will be met and satisfied.

THE TARIFF.

Let us consider, summarily, the prom-
es made and the legislation enacted by
the present Congress: First and of pri-
mary importance was the promise to re-
vise the tariff In accordance with the rule
lald down in the platform, to wit: that
the tariff on articles imported should be
equal to the difference between their
cost of production abroad and that cost
in this country, including a reasonable
profit for the domestic manufacturer. A
very full Investigation—ful!, at least, as
such investigations have been conducted
in the past—was made by the Ways and
Means Committea of the House to deter-
mine what rates should be changed to
conform to this rule. A reduction was
made In 654 numbers, and an Increase In
eome 220, while 1,150 remained unchanged.
The bill was amended in the Senate, but
the proportion of increases to decreases
was maintained. When I signed the bill
I sccompanied my approval with the fol-
lowing memorandum:

I have signed the Puyne tariff bill because I be
Heve it to be the result of a sincere effort ou the
part of the Republican party to make a downward
revision, and to comply with the promises of the
platform as they have been generslly understood,
and as T interpreted tham in the campaign befors
election,

The Bll §s wot a perfeet tari® Bl or a complete
cmmpliance with the jromises made striotly inter-
preted, but a fulfillment fres from oritieism in re-
spect to a subject matter fnvolving many schedules
and thousnds of articles couid not be expected. It
sufioes to say that except with regasd to whisky,
Mguors, and wires, and in regard to silks and as
to some bigh ciasses of cottons—all of which may
bo treated as luxuries and proper subjects of &
revenue tarif—there have been very foew increnses
in rates. Thers have beeri"a great number of real
decreases in mates, and they constitute a suMctent
amount to justify the statement that this bl is &
substantial downw revision and a reduction of
excessive rates, I» not a freetiade bill. It
was not Intended to be. The Republican party did
not promise to make a freetrade bill. It promised
to make the rates protective, but to redoce them
when they exceeded the differemce between the ocost
of production abroad and 1 making allowance
for the greater normal profit’ cn active iMestments
here. I belleve that while this excess has not heep
reduced in a number of cases, in a great majority
the rates are such as are necessary to protect
American industries, but are low euough, in case of
sbnormal fncrease of demand and raising of prices,
to permit the possibility of the importation of the
foreign article and thus to prevent excessive prices,

The power granted to the Exrcutive under the

maximum and minimum clause may be exervised to
secure the removal of obstacles which have been
foterposed by foreign governments in the way of
undus and unfair discrimination sgainst American
merchandise and producta,
; The Philippine tariff section I have strggled to
secure for tem years last past, and it gratifies me
‘exceedingly by my signature to give it the effect of
law. T am sure it will greatly increass the trade
:between the two countries, and it will do much to
build up the Philippines in a healthfyl prosperity,

The administrative clauses of the bill an the

Court sre admirably adapted to secure a

{s

of American |

cost of production differs in one country
abroad from that Iin another, and that
it changes from year to year and from
| month to must realize that
the precise difference in cost of produc.
tion sought for {s not capable of defl-
[ nite ascertainment, and that all that
:(-w'n the most scientific person can do
i?n his Investigation is, after considera-
{ tlon of many facts which he learns, to
[exnrvisn his best judgment in reaching
| & conclusion.

i The commission, however, already se-
]

]

month, we

lected and at work, is a commission of
disinterested persons, who will ascertain
the facts, not in a formal hearing by
examination and cross-examination of
witnesses, but by the kind of investign-
tion that statisticilans and sclentific in-
vestigators use. When the commission
completes its work, either on the entire
tariff or on any of the schedules In
respect to which issue has arlsen, and
the work of the commission shows that
the present tariff is wrong and ghould
be changed, I expect to bring the magter
to the attention of the Congress, with a
view to its amendment of the tariff in
that particular. Of course, this will be
impracticable unless Congress itself shall
adopt the parllamentary rule, as I hope
it will, that a bill to amend one schedule
of the tariff may not be subject to a
motion to amend by adding changes in
other schedules.

It will thus be possible to take up a
eingle echedule with respect to which It
is probable that a great majority of
each House will be unprejudiced, to ad-
mit the evidence, and to reach a falr

to me that all Republicans—conservative,
progressive, and radical—may well abide
the situation with respect to the tarifr
until evidence mnow being accumulated
ehall justify changes In the rates, and

that it Is much better for them to vote
for Republicans than to help create a
Democratic majority which would be

utterly at war with the protective prin-
ciple, and, therefore, would have no use
for the findings of the Tariff Commission,
as we may certainly infer from the solld
Democratic vote in tha present Congress
against the necessary appropriation for
the commission’'s worlk.

RESULTS OF PAYNE LAW.

One great virtue In the new tarift law,
including the corporation tax, Is, that
taken with the current effort of the ad-
ministration, to keep down or redyce
governmental expenditures and to reform
the methods of collecting the customs
revenue, It has, by its revenue-producing
capacity, turned a deficit in the ordinary
operation of the government of $58,000,000
for the year ended June 30, 199, to &
surplus in the first full year of the law,
ended August §, 1510, of $26,000,000. From
a revenue standpoint, then, there can be
nG controversy over the effectiveness of
the new law. Increased revenue indi-
cates Increased imports, and an examina.
lon of our imports during the past year
will disclose a most substantial increase
in manufacturers’ material, from which,
in the making of finished products,
whiether for exportation or Meme con-
sumption, has come a larger volume of
employment fo# our “wage-earners, a
'Inrger purchasing power, and a greater
consumption of the products of our farms
and fabricationg of our factories. So far,

then, as such importations do not dis-

conclusion, and this method will tend!
to avold disturbing business condi-
tions. For these reasons it seems

1
place home production, they must be of [ of general business—all require in the

benefit to all. Generaily speaking, a full
measure of industrial actlvity in produc-
tion, transportation, and distribution has
accompanied the operation of the new
law. TUnder the maximum and minimum
provisions we have concluded treatles
with al! foreign natlons, gaining the best
possible terms for entrance to thelr mar-
kets without sacrificing our own. By
the Payne tarlff law we have at Jast done
Justice to the Philippines by allowing
the producers of those Islands the henefit
of our markets with such limitations as
to prevent injury to our home industries

Again, the present law in its corpora-
tion ax Iniposes a new kind of tax which
has many of the merits of an Income
tax. It taxes success, not faflure. Un-
like a personal income tax, it is easily
and exactly coli2>tad, and by an increase
or decrease in the rate enables Congress
with exactness to regulate its Income to
Its necessary expenditures. More than

thia, it furnishes an indirect but effective | :
turn into the ohannels of trade and com-

method of keeping the government ad-
vised as to the kind of business done by
all corporations. It
useful and important changes in our rev-
enue laws, as the future will show In
spite of the criticisms lLieaped upon it at
fts passage, no party responsible for rev-
enucs

is one of the

or anxious to retaln every means
of legitimate supervl]
will repeal 1t

INTERSTATE COMMERCE.

The next most

sion of corporations

important work of the

present Congress was the passage of the

amendment to the interstate commerce
bill. The Republican platform favored
amendment to the interstate

act with a view
to the Interstate
in regulating the operatiom raflroads
and the fixing of traffic rates, and also
favored such national legislation and su-
pervision as prevent the future
overissue of stocks and bonds by Inter-
state carriers. After the adjournment of
the Congress at {ts extra session, I in-
vited two of my Cabinet and a member
of the Interstata Commerce (CCommission
and a member of Congress to make rec-
ommendations as to the
ments to the interstate
These gentlemen reported to me,
September iast, In a

to giving greater power
Commerce Commission

of

would

needed amend-

comm

speech

Des
Moines, I foreshadowed their recommend-
ations as I Intended to make them to the
Congress for the amendment of the in
state commerce act:

First, by the establishment of a com-
merce court; second, by empowering the

in

tere

commission to classify merchandise as
well as to fix rates for classes; third
by giving the right to a sghipper to

designate the route by which his goods
shall be transported beyond the line of
the initial fourth, by empowers-
ing the commission to consider the N

carrier;
Jus-
tice or injustice of any rate without the
complaint or initlation of a shipper:
by empowering the commission to
pend proposed Increases of rates by car
rlers until the commission shall have a
chance to pass upon the reasonableness
of the increase; sixth, by provisions for
the Federal regulation of the of
stocks and bonds by interstate raMways;
seventh, by a clause forbidding an inter-
state commerce railway company from
acquiring stock In competing road;
eighth, by a section permitting the mak-
ing of traffic agreements between com-
peting rallroads limited in point of time
and subject matter, and subject to the
approval of the Interstatse Commerce
Commission.

These amendments were in accordance
with the text of the Republican platform,
Subsequently, bills wers drawn embody-
ing this recommended legislation, In
which, while the prinelple was main-
tained, there were limitations introduced,
as justice sugrested, after a conference
with all the parties interested, The bill
was submitted to Congress, and after a
great deal of discussion, both In the
House and the Senate, it was enacted Into
law, with many amendments which did
not materially change the effect of the
recommendations except to strike out
certaln provislons promiseqd In the Re-
publican platform, to permit traffic agree-
ments between railways in spite of the
anti-trust law, to forbid one rallway com-
pany to acquire stock In a competing
company, and to secure supervision by
the Interstate Commerce Commission of
the issue of stocks and bonds by inter-
state rallways,

For this last was substituted a pro-
vision authorizing the appointment of a
commission to consider the evils arising
from the over-issue of stocks and bonds,
and the methods of preventing such evils
by Congressional regulation. In addition
to the purposes already recited accom-
pilshed by the bill, the so-called long
and short haul clause of the existing
law-—the one forbidding the charging of
6 greater rat® for a less distance in-
cluded In the greater distance, than for
the greater distence—was amended so as
0 vest In the commission somewhat
wider discretion in enforclng the clause
than has been permitted by the Supreme
Court decisions under existing law. More-
over, interstate telegraphs and telephones
as Instruments of commerée have been
brought within the regulation of the com-
mission.

The bill as at present in force is an
excellent blll. Tt is not enacted in a
#pirit of hostility to railroads, but it sub-
mits them to a closer and more effective
supervision by the Interstate Commercs
Commission to avoid Mnjustice In thelr
management and control.

The important part that railways play
as the arterfal circulation in the business
of the country, the million and a half of
their employes and the milllon of their
stockholders, the importance of thelr pur-
chasing power as affecting the prosperity

{esue

a

most |

| provides,

| Jority, and was signed by a Republican
| !'l"‘-!~f' :It.

|
|
|

{ hazardou

public interest that no unfair treatment
should be accorded them. But I am glad
to note that the railwey managers have |
acquiesced in the fairness of the present
bill, and propose loyally to comply with
its useful provisions. It was supported
Ly the whole Republican party in Con-
gress, and that party is entitled to credit
for {ts passage. The whole Democratic
gtrength was exhibited against it in both
Houses. It was a performance of a
pledge of the platform, and only needs
time to vindicate the wisdom of fts
enactment.

POSTAL SAVINGS BANKS.

The postal savings bank bill has a
similar history. It is one of the great
Congressional! enactments. It creates an
epoch. Tt institutes a system which will
work effectively to promote thrift among
the poor, by providing a depository for
their savings which they properly may
conslder absolutely safe, and will also

|
merce ‘a large volume of money wh!vh}

otherwise would be hoarded. By specific |
provision, will stimulate the invest- |
ment of savings In government bonds of
small denominations, for which the biil
Like the tarf bill and the |
raflroad blil, this was put through each
House of Congress by a Republican ma-

1"

The legislation of Congress in respect
to the Navy com-
pliance with the promises of the Repub-
lican platform,

sire

Department i1s a full
In spite of a proper de-
to keep down appropriations,
saw the necessity for a continu-
ance of our present naval policy and
r strengthening of the navy by the
ion of two more battle ships. More
this, it has enabled the Secretary
of the Navy to carry out a reform in

Con-
RTress

a

the business management of the depart-
ment and a reorganization of the bu-
reaus and staff of (e navy so as to
contribute materially to its ém-vnw-nssn
as one of the milltary
ernment Although

arms of the gov-
the Democratie

na-
tional platform apparently favored the |
increase in the navy, a large majority

of the Democrats, both In the House and

the Senate, opposed the poliey when
presented in the form of concrete legis.
lation.

LABOR LEGISLATION.

The Republican pa at the last ges-
slon of again exhibited its
deep and sincere interest in the general
welfare of the working men and women
of the country by adding Important en-
actments to its already long record of

rtw
rey

Congress

|
e |
legislation on this subject. Practically |
« ~las 1 Fir |
all classes of employes, espec' * those |
engaged in occupations more or less

S, are the beneflclaries of laws
wi » should operate to lighten the bur-
dens which naturally fall upon the shoul-
ders of man. The Republican party rec-
ognized the necessity of reducing the
dangers under which hundreds of thous-
ands of miners work by creating the
Bureau of Mines.

This bili was passed for the purpose
of establishing an efficient governmental
instrument investigation, examina-
tion, and report to the world of the kind
of safety appliances that wiil prevent the
awful losses of life In the operation of
mines, and especially of coal mines. A
second purpose of the bureau is to per-
form the same office in respect to the
great Industry of mining that the De-
partment of Agriculture performs in re-
spect to the farming Interests of the
country; that is, by experiment and {n-
vestigation to determine the most effec-
tive methods of mining and the best
means of avoiding the deplorable waste
that now obtains in the present methods.

No more important legislation in the in-
terest of human life has ever been en-
acted by Congress than the laws of the
recent sesslon giving to the Interstate
Commerce Commission ample powers to
define the needed safety appliances for
the prevention of accidents to employes
and passengers, and after heari g, to re-
quire their adoption by interstate rail-
v ays. Other legislation, with respect to
tue Inspection of locomotive boilers and
the removal “of dangerous overhead ob-
structions, awaits the consideration of the
next sesslon of Congress, and 1 hope that
" may be speedily passed. The employ-
ers’ liability act was perfected by needed
amendments so far as to enable injured
employes more easily to recover Just
damages.

But in no sense the most forward step
taken in the interest of the worker was
the creation of a Congresslonal commlis-
sion to report & practical bill for the fix-
Ing of workmen's compensation for in-
Juries received in the employment of in-
terstate commerce rallways, as risks in
the business tc be fixed by speedy ar-
bitration and to be graduated according
to the extent of the injury and the earn-
Ing capacity of the Injured person. This
Is important, not only as affecting inter-
state commerce railways, but if adopt-
ed, as furnishing a model to the country
for a beneficial change In the legal rela-
tlon between employe and employer. This
reform would put an end to the vexations
and costly litigation through which an
injured employe must go in order to re-
cover damages—litigation which on ae-
count of the poperty of the employe fre-
quently.serves to defeat the ends of jus-
tice, and in other instances leads to
exorbitant and unjust verdicts,

CONSERVATION.

One of the great questions which has
been made a national issue and aroused
public interest through the insistence of
President Roosevelt is that of conserva-
tion of our natiopal resources. From
the Federal standpoint, this concerns the

for

{ by

| after

preservation of forests, the reclamation
of arid lands of the government, and the
proper treatment and dispesition of our
government coal lands, phosphate lands,
ofl and gas lands, and of the lands known
as water-power sites at the points on the
streams where the water power must be
converted in order to be useful. During
Mr. Rooseveit's administration millions
of acres of lands included within the
classes described were withdrawn In the
Unlted States proper and in Alaska, in
order to awalt proper legislation. Doubt
aross a4 to the Executive power to make
these withdrawals, and therefore as to
their legality, should they be contested
In court. The present administration
continued the Executive withdrawals, but
suggested, as a matter of wise precau-
tion, securing from Congress express
power to make them. By Republican ma-
Jorities in both Houses a withdrawal bill
for this purpose was enacted, and now
over 70,000,000 of acres have been re-
withdrawn of lands inciuded within the
classes described. Much of the land re-
served as coal land is valuable for agri-
culture, and therefore Congress adopted
an entirely feasible and useful! plan by
which the homestead laws were applied
1o the surface of the land, while the coal
in the ground is still reserved as the
property of the government. This is a
new departure in our land laws, and is
highly In addition to
this, {t was deemed necessary, in order
that certain reclamation projects of the
government should be completed within

to be commended

a reoasonable time, that an issue of $20.-
000,99¢ bonds should be authorized with
which to secure water for the settlers |
upon government lands within the prom-
Ise of the project, the bonds tc be re-

deemed by the water rents for the service |

rendered. |

In this way hundreds of settlers who |
have been patiently walting for the com-
pletion of the projects and suffering great |
privation will rehabilitated. At the|
same time, the law authorizing the bond|
fssue prevents the expenditure of apy|
of the proceeds of the bonds in any of the|
projects uyntil a board of army engineers !
shall report the same as worthy and|
feasible. Moreover, additional provision |
has been made in the appropriation laws |
for money with which to carry ou sur-
veys of unsurveyed publie land+, a cry-
ing need In certaln States and in Alaska
Thus it is not too much to say that most|
important steps have been taker toward

be

|
the proper conservation of our resources |
in the legislation of the present Congress. !
|

1

!

{

|

There remains to be considered and set-
thre method of dis-
posing of these Jands so that the govern-
ment may retaln sufficient control to pre-
vent & monopoly
cure the p ic against extortion for coal, |
oll, gas, phosphate, water power on|
the one hand, may give to pr '
ng
the

aid |

tled the question of

in thelr use, and to se-!

or

and yet

vate capital sufficient inducement to
8 normal development of

contalued In these lands to
iiiding up of the country. Neit
House mnor

'rats of the Senate, as a body,
though
in favor of conservation, have taken any/
active npart be counted upon to

assist materially in the solution of these

about
wealth

in the b
the

Democrats of the the |
al-|
|

thelr platform formally declared|
P

Demu

or can

complicated questions |
Another subject of pressing fmportance |
is that of the Improvement of our water- |

FINANCIAL.

FINANCIAL.

Capital, $1;000,000.

U. S. Gov’t Supervision,
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in previous Congresses the Demo-

ways. The present ("ongress has enacted | Which
t ! c rty has always opposed an al
a rivers and harbors bill, appropriating cratic party has always opposed an a
MOS8 23 lid froy & 1T
more than $41,000,000 for the carrying out| MOst solid front g measu

£ a number of well-defined plans for the |
permanent improvements of rivers and
harbors wit a certain period, and In

addition suthorizing contracts to be en-|
tered Into subject to future appropriations
aggregating over $10,000,000,
The bill was subject to eriticism in that|
it =til] ed the old piecemeal sys-
tem and appropriated something for near-
ly project recommended by the!
army engineers. It is hoped and be-|
lleved that Ir the next session and there- |
the engineers will make thelr
recommendations as to indicate the pro-
jects of greater importance, so that ade-
quate sums may be appropriated for their
completion within a reasonably short time |
and the plecemeal pollcy of extending
the construction of Improvements of this|
kind Indefinitely for yvears may be aban-
doned.

OTHER PLEDSES REDEEMED.

The Republican platform promised that
it would admit to Statehood the territories
of New Mexico and Arizona, and that
promiss has been redeemed with sultable
provisions for securing good and sane
constitutions of the States by requiring
thelr adoption in advance of the electlon
of State officers, and their submission to |
Congress for consideration, and possible
rejection at one of its sessions.

All this list of useful enactments was
promised in the Republican platform and
has been put through by Republican ma-
Jorities.

Congress has also enacted Into law, in!
accordance with the promise which I/
made as a candidate for the Presidency,

Congress,

continu
!

every

s0

|
{
|
|

& bill requiring the publication by the
Congressional committes ' of detailed
statements of the money received by

them and the money expended by them
in the political canvass of each Congres-
siongl candidate,

In addition, the present Congress has
appropriated 100,000 to enable the Exec-
utive to investigate and make recommeén-
dations as to the methods by which the
cost of running the government may |
be reduced. I regard this last as one
of the most important parts of the ad-
ministration's policy. I am cornfident that
it full opportunity is given, and a Repub-
lican Congress iz elected to assist, the
cutting down of the national expendi-
tures by the adoption of modern
nomlc methods in doing the business of the
government will reach to a point of sav-
ing many milllons. How much the ex-
penses can be curtailed it Is impossible to
approximate at this time. The problem
before the administration is to get full
value for every dollar it disburses.

The appropriations for the last year
were more than $20,000,000 less than the
appropriations of the year before, and
in the actual execution of the law $11,000,-
00 wera saved in the operation of the
Post-office Department, for which appro-
priation had already been made.

FUTURE LEGISLATION.

A number of other promises remain to
be kept. I have already alluded to the
provisions to regulate the issue of stocks
and bonds by iInterstate commerce rail-
ways, to which the Democratic minority
in the Senate gave its solid opposition
on the ground that the central govern-
ment has no constitutional power to
make and enforce such regulation. In
addition, there is the promised procedurs
to determine how preliminary injunction
shall issue without notice, and when.
In substitution for this the Democratic
platform proposes an amendment to the
existing law which would create a priv-
fleged class of lawless workmen yand
wouid seriously impair the power of the
courts of equity to do justice. Then there
is the measure to promote the merchant
marine engaged In forelgn service, to

eco-

| railways, and of interstate
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the coming session of this C

In view of what the present Republics

Congress has done in the fulfilment of its

Jromises, and in view of the standard
<hat it has set In respect to the sacred-
ness of party pledges, I have no hesi-

tation in urging all who are in favor of
progress, in of practical
vation, in favor of economy in
ment, in favor of the just

favor conser-

g0

regulation of

commerce cor-

porations, in favor of a bureau of hea
proper limitation of t
power of equltable injun . and
are in favor of measures to promote the

in favor of a

who

merchant marine engaged in foreign ser- |

vice, to vote for the Republican candi-
dates for Congress in order that t by
wish for all this progressive legislation

1

| may be gratified,

CONCLUSION.

In closing, it may no* be inappropriate
for me to invite your attention, and that
of all those engaged in advocating

the

Republican cause in the coming election, |

to the fact that it is of the
portance to make a campalgn of
education as to facts and to clear away
the clouds of misrepresentation that have
obscured the rea]l issueg and h: made
it difficult the Republican
majorities in Congress the real credit
due them from the country for the tre-
mendous task they have accomplished.
If this s brought clearly home to all
voters, and especially to the young men
now voting for the first time, and they
become impressed, as they ought to be
by this record, with the difference in the
governmental efliciency and capacity of
the Republican and Democratic parties,
they will enrcll themselves with the party
of construction and progress rather than
with the party obstruction and ne-
gation, and the resulting legislation of
tha Sixty.second Congress will vindicate
their choice

utm tm
itmost ime-

this

ve

to secure for

of

Sincerely yours,
WILLIAM H. TAFT.
Hon. William B, McKinley, (hairman Republican

Cougressional Committee, 1133 DBroadway, New
York City.
Probably,
From Puck.
Houston—How do you suppose the

Egyptians managed to get the pyramids
where they are?

Mulberry--Oh, their Congressmen prob-
ably franked them.
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